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News Brief 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is inspecting Bangladesh Navy’s annual parade in Chittagong 

today. During the visit the PM would console the family members of former Chittagong Mayor and 

Awami League leader ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury who died recently. 

Election observers have said, the Rangpur City Corporation polls, held on December 21, 

was one of the best local government polls in the country. Election Working Group Director Md. 

Abdul Alim said this to the media at the Jatiya Press Club in Dhaka yesterday. Mr. Alim said, not a 

single incident of fake vote casting took place in the Rangpur City Corporation polls. This election 

will increase confidence of the stakeholders, he added. 

 Awami League General Secretary Obaidul Quader has said, the government remains 

popular in Rangpur despite the loss of the party's mayoral candidate in the city corporation 

elections. The Minister said, though we lost the mayor's race, we still have the most councillor 

seats. He said this to the media after placing flowers at the grave of leader Abdur Razzak in Banani 

on his sixth death anniversary yesterday.  

National Vitamin-A Plus campaign was observed yesterday across the country to feed 

vitamin-A Plus capsule to over 2.21 crore children aged between six months to 59 months to 

prevent childhood blindness and reduce child mortality.  Health workers and volunteers fed the 

vitamin-A Plus capsules from 1.20 lakh permanent and 20 thousand mobile centres across the 

country from 8 am to 4 pm.  

Bangladesh and Bhutan have agreed to start negotiations over signing a preferential trade 

agreement to boost trade and investment between the two countries. The agreement was expressed 

at the sixth commerce secretary-level meeting held at Cox’s Bazar in December 21-22.  

The government has undertaken another milestone plan to set up a new energy hub in the 

country's southern part through installing four mega power projects and a small size LNG Terminal 

at Payra in Patuakhali district. State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Nasrul 

Hamid said this while addressing a press conference at Payra on Friday. Several solar power 

projects, including solar parks, are being implemented to bring diversification in power generation, 

he added.   

 Bangladesh came close to winning The Economist's 'Country of The Year' title this year. 

Three other countries-Argentina, South Korea and France are also in race for the accolade. The 

London-based weekly news magazine put Bangladesh on its list, citing the country's great role in 

giving shelter to the persecuted Rohingyas. It also mentioned Bangladesh's rapid economic growth 

and a sharp fall in poverty rates. 

 Bangladesh was 89th in the recently published Global Food Security Index-2017. General 

Secretary of Bangladesh Food Security Network Nurul Alam Masud disclosed this at a press 

briefing at Dhaka Reporters' Unity yesterday. Mr. Nurul said although Bangladesh became a lower-

middle income country in 2015, in case of food security it secured the 89th position, which is the 

lowest in South Asia. The organisation made a six-point recommendations, including forming a 

Food Security Act. 

 The Industries Ministry will undertake a big project for boosting contributions of the 

informal industrial sector to the national economy. Industries Secretary Mohammad Abdullah 

informed this while addressing a workshop in Dhaka yesterday.  

 DSEX, the key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange, lost 0.76 per cent, or 47.23 points, over the 

week to close at 6,182.79 points on Thursday. 
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